Nova Southeastern University

NSUWorks
College of Psychology Theses and Dissertations

College of Psychology

1-1-1974

A Study of the Effectiveness of the Planetarium and
the Classroom in the Teaching of Constellations
Theodore V. Smith
Nova Southeastern University

This document is a product of extensive research conducted at the Nova Southeastern University College of
Psychology. For more information on research and degree programs at the NSU College of Psychology, please
click here.

Follow this and additional works at: https://nsuworks.nova.edu/cps_stuetd
Part of the Psychology Commons

Share Feedback About This Item
NSUWorks Citation
Smith, T. V. (1974). A Study of the Effectiveness of the Planetarium and the Classroom in the Teaching of Constellations. .
Available at: https://nsuworks.nova.edu/cps_stuetd/100

This Dissertation is brought to you by the College of Psychology at NSUWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in College of Psychology Theses and
Dissertations by an authorized administrator of NSUWorks. For more information, please contact nsuworks@nova.edu.

ii

A~stract

This study investigated three methods of teaching
constellation recognition to different age groups.
treatments were:

The

(1) teaching constellations in the class-

room by means of 35mm slides of hand drawn constellation
star fields,

(2) teaching constellations in the planetar-

ium by means of 35mm slides of hand drawn constellation
star fields, and (3) teaching constellations by means of
a planetarium sky, and the Ss
gories:

represe~ted

three age cate-

children, teenagers, and adults.

The total number

of Ss completing the study was 103.
The results of the analysis indicated:

(1) regard-

less of treatment all age groups performed approximately
the same when evaluated under the real sky,

(2) when eval-

uated by a paper and pencil instrument those Ss who were
instructed under the planetarium sky scored signififantly
I

lower than those receiving a treatment involving slides,
and (3) the

~s

receiving the slide t reatment in the ' planeI

tarium reported more positive responses to "I the
study of con•
stellations than did the Ss receiving the other treatments.

